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Ivan Bezena. Modern local government – a new content of activity within the territory of
the community

A number of public reforms have been underway in Ukraine for the third year, and administrative
reform is of particular importance for a new level of state development, which aims to change the
status of local authorities, accountability and content of their social work. Attempts to initiate public
authority reform have been made several times, but political will has not been sufficient, the changes
have been superficial: signboards replacement and re-subordination. As a rule, such actions did not
change the old authoritarian system of government, the system and content of activity in government
structures, and accordingly it changed only external factors, which as a result aggravated the situation
in the regions, deepened the excessive centralization of territorial governance, violating European
principles of self-government and budgeting. Gradually, we came to the state and tendencies that in
the process of activity became a burden for state development, removal of local authorities from
influencing real situation within the territory and the lack of strategy for its development.

Local authorities, as usual, expected financial subventions from the central government to
solve particular territorial problems (roads, social facilities, community improvement, etc.), local
authorities were discouraged from solving territorial problems and deepened destructive processes
(corruption, abuse in the financial sphere, deepening the processes of complication of social status
of territories, etc.) It could not last long, substantial and profound changes in territorial management,
redistribution of powers, financial resources and spheres of responsibility for the real situation should
have been implemented. Responsibility and resources (material, financial) were transferred from
the center to the local government level. The powers of the deputy and the chairman of the local
community are now filled with specifics and responsibility for solving problems of social development
within the territory.

Democratization of the processes of public authorities activity from the center to the region
outlined legal and practical problems regarding the competence and content of officials: the ability
to communicate on certain aspects of community activity; analytical skills and practices; involving
citizens in the process of preparing public decisions within the territory; strategies of activity and
preparation of community work plans. The vision of the problems of the territory and the strategy of
solving them becomes the key to changing the life practices of the community.

Key words: democratization, decentralization, regional power, local self-government, public
officials, local budget, strategic community development, public governance.
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